
The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, PA., to 

remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment. 

Aldersgate

    Our sermon series, “With God’s Son: Following our Rabbi through the Gospel of Matthew,” consists of 

several sub-series. The current sub-series, “The Kingdom of Heaven,”  is rooted in Matthew Chapter 4, 

in which the gospel’s major theme of the kingdom begins to unfold. Today’s sermon, “The Light 

Has Dawned,” is the first in the series and picks up the story after Jesus’ baptism and testing in the 

wilderness. You will find an order of service on Page 4 and sermon notes on Page 5. 
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Series Spiritual Practice: You are invited to read through the 

Gospel of Matthew once a month for the next 12 months. This 

will give us an opportunity to focus on the whole book while we share the sermons 

based on passages in the book of Matthew at the same time.   



             Our Mission:  To raise up deeply devoted disciples of Jesus 

 Our Mission Field:  Aldersgate Academy, Bowie Elementary School, 

McMurry University, Our Neighborhoods/Community Garden 

Regularly Scheduled Services  

and Opportunities to Grow and Serve 

All are welcome!  

Please contact the Church Office 

Ministry Leaders 

Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415 

Associate Pastor:  

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017 

Music: David Wallis 

Children: Alayna Brooks & Amber Redman 

Youth/Contemporary Worship: 

     Daniel Mathis 

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson 

Connections: Jessica Watson 

Administration/Finance: Mary Chavez Lust 

Reception: Susan Acosta 

Academy: Carol Rogers 

Custodial Services: Robert Sandoval 
 

Staying Connected 

Office Hours:  

       Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m. -12 p.m.,               

              1p.m.-4:30 p.m. 

       Fri. 8:30 a.m.-12 p.m. 

www.aldersgateabilene.org 

 

ENews: Sign up on our website to 

receive our weekly electronic 

newsletter, or send an email to 

news@aldersgateabilene.org.  

Facebook: facebook.com/

AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church 

Twitter:@AldersgateABI 

Instagram:@aldersgateabi 

Text Message Reminders: 

     gracepeace to 313131 

Text To Give:  325-269-2032 

THIS WEEK 

Sunday, January 15:  

  9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:05 a.m. Sunday School  

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship  

  4:15 p.m.  Youth Ministry 

  5:00 p.m. Youth Ministry 

   

Monday, January 16: Martin Luther King Jr. Day  

   Church Office and Academy Closed  

  6:30 p.m.   Trinity Circle 

 

Tuesday, January 17: 

  9:00 a.m. Ruth Circle 

  1:00 p.m. UMW Reading Group 

  6:00 p.m. Handbell Choir Practice 

     

 Wednesday, January 18: 

   7:00 p.m.  Choir Practice 

 

Thursday, January 19: 

  7:30 p.m.     Contemporary Band Practice 

 

Saturday, January 20: 

   1:00 p.m. Garden Work Day 

 

COMING UP 

Sunday, January 22: 

   5:00 p.m. Kids For Christ Begins Spring Schedule 

   5:15 p.m. Growth Groups Begin Spring Schedule 

 

Wednesday: January 25: 

   2:00 p.m. Growth Groups Begin Spring Schedule 

   6:30 p.m. Growth Groups Begin Spring Schedule 



Budget for 2017 =     $ TBD 

Received This Week =              $      8,181.00  

Received This Month-to-Date =  $      8,181.00 

Received Year-to-Date =   $      8,181.00 

    

2016 Faith Promise Pledge =             $   38,312.00 

2016 Faith Promise Contributions = $   41,900.00 

At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our prayers, presence 
(attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in the community) and 
witness (sharing our faith). You will find information about service and 
witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. This page is dedicated to 
matters of prayer, presence, and gifts. 

In Depth 

Clay Meadows 

Doris Ogden 

Lou Swindell 

Ken Schmidt 

Rosalee Schmidt 

Alice Shaw 

Alice Alcala 

Carolyn Strain 

Military and Families 

Millie Speed 

Sarah Doucette 

Delmon Wilson 

Billie Langston 

Judy English 

Charles Myrick 

Clinton Gayle 

Addison English 

Lora Langford 

Bob Kuykendall 

Kay Burkhart 

Billy & Jennifer Butler 

Jazmine Lara, Academy student  

 

Brad and Kristie Poorman and 

family upon the death of his 

mother, Aldersgate member Lou 

Poorman, on January 6, 2017.  

Prayers:  

                   

      

 

Presence and Gifts: 1.8.2017 

To learn more about ways to give: visit our website 

www.aldersgateabilene.org or contact Mary Chavez Lust 

at 672-7893 or via email at mary@aldersgateabilene.org. 

 Methodist Food Pantry (N. 1st and Shelton): Aldersgate volunteers serve on the second Tuesday 

of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare is available. For more information call 

Susan Steele at 605-381-6322. 

Service:  

9:00 a.m. Traditional Service = 209 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service = 157 

Sunday School = 189 

 

Sunday School classes are offered 

 at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. To learn more 

about Adult Sunday School classes, 

contact Amy Wilson Feltz at  

672-7893 or via e-mail at 

amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org. 



Senior Adults: Join the Fun! 
      Ministry by and for senior adults is nothing 

new here at Aldersgate. That may seem like a 

weird statement to make since the Senior Adult 

Ministry began in its current form just a short 

time ago. Let me explain.  

     Senior adults always have been quite active 

and involved in ministry here, in Sunday School 

classes, in the R.O.M.E.O.s group for men, in 

the United Methodist Women Rummage Sale, in 

providing meals for the college ministry, serving at the United Methodist Food Pantry, 

addressing needs of students at Bowie, serving on mission teams in the U.S. and abroad, 

participating in Growth Groups, serving in First Impressions, singing in the choir, supporting 

the children and youth ministries . . . and much more.  

      One of the great things about Aldersgate is the way that we, who are of so many generations, 

grow and serve together in the life of our community. The Senior Adult Ministry was designed 

to recognize the needs and honor the gifts of those of us who in our later years in life.  

      For example, we visit the homebound and those who live in nursing homes and offer 

comfort and prayer. We enjoy a monthly fellowship lunch every fourth Thursday of the month, 

followed by games and activities. (Join the fun in the Patio Room on January 26th at noon!) We 

coordinate outings to shows such as the Fandangle in Abilene and movies at the Paramount 

Theatre. We eat together. We serve together in various ways, including making shoes for 

children in Uganda (see photo above) and math cards for the children at Bowie.  

      Much more is to come for the Senior Adult Ministry in the future. We are planning an 

outing to the Gaither Vocal Band concert at the Abilene Civic Center on February 24th. Tickets 

have been purchased. Contact me at joiletreed@yahoo.com or find me on Sunday morning if 

you would like to sign up to attend. Plans also are in the works for a Senior Olympics event in 

April and for a birthday-card-writing effort for the senior members of our church.  

      All of this and much more is possible because of the Senior Adult Ministry team members 

who work so hard to plan and execute these times of fellowship and service.  God bless you all. 

      You are invited to join the Senior Adult Ministry, to be a part of our group and to have a 

ball. Grace and peace. — Reed Justus           

mailto:joiletreed@yahoo.com


College: The Oaks Restarts Tonight! 

Students, welcome back to Abilene! I hope you 

enjoyed the long holiday break and that you are 

ready for another semester. I would like to 

invite you to join us for The Oaks this evening 

at 7:30 p.m. in the Patio Room as our college 

ministry kicks off the spring semester with a 

free dinner and fellowship. As always, my hope 

for The Oaks is to create a space for every 

student to enjoy a free meal and the opportunity 

to connect with God and other students. I know 

that the stress on university students – whether that be from academics, social commitments or 

work – can cause you to feel isolated, lonely, overwhelmed and drained at times. This is 

precisely why I believe it is so important to have a consistent time and place to recharge within 

a Christian community. I hope that The Oaks can be a place like that for you this semester. 

Feel free to contact me at kyle@aldersgateabilene.org. Grace and Peace. — Kyle Watson 

Children: Kids for Christ Resumes Next Week! 

      Kids for Christ, a Sunday night program for children from 3 years old through 5th graders 

will resume on January 22 from 5:30 to 7. During the night, children are lead in age-appropriate 

groups by two high school or college students to various activities. In their groups, the kids sing 

at choir practice, eat supper, play on the playground, participate in a lesson and play a game. 

We ask parents to pay $10/month (or $40 for the semester) to help cover the cost of the meals, 

but if that is a hardship for you, please do not let that 

stop you from sending your kids!  

      Our lessons are based on a video series called 

“What’s in the Bible?” We play review games to help 

everyone remember what we’ve learned about the 

Bible so far, and at the end of the year, we’ll have a 

big Parent/Kid Showdown to see if the kids' Bible 

knowledge can stack up to their parents’! If you’ve 

never sent your kids to Kids for Christ, I hope you’ll 

consider giving it a try.  — Alayna Brooks 

mailto:kyle@aldersgateabilene.org


      The Jesus Creed (Matthew 22:37-39) that we recite in our worship services 

ends with this phrase: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 

      Here at Aldersgate, we consider the neighborhood around the church building 

to be part of what we call our local mission field. We feel particularly called to 

serve the people who live in this area as we go about our mission of raising up deeply 

devoted disciples of Jesus. 

      This has been one of the primary goals of the Open Door Community Garden (located at South 

19th and Amarillo) since it began. The first seed was planted in 2013, making 2017 the Open Door’s 

fifth spring season. Over the years, our neighbors have enjoyed fresh produce, the beauty of the garden 

from the view of the gazebo, access to a Little Free Library, the opportunity to take home food as 

needed from the Free Food Box and much more. For our congregation, the garden offers a place to 

meet and connect with our neighbors and also with each other. It’s a great site for community and 

group events!  

      In short, the Open Door Community Garden is a labor in loving our neighbors as ourselves.  

      And, as with any garden, the Open Door requires labor, indeed! This year, we are going to build 

three more keyhole gardens (see photo below). This will take a little more labor up front, but it will be 

so much easier to maintain the plants. (Much of the work on the keyholes will take place in the next 

two weeks, especially on Friday, January 20, and on Saturday, January 28, both at 1 p.m.). If you are 

interested in helping, please contact me at amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org or at (325) 660-5017. 

      The really great thing about keyhole gardens is that 

EVERY FAMILY in the congregation has the opportunity to 

participate in building and filling them by saving and donating 

the following items: 

     * CARDBOARD    * leaves     * books      * magazines 

           * cotton clothing    * hay/straw    * compost 

                    * weed-free dirt 

      It may seem like a big mess, but this is how creation 

works. A whole bunch of chaos is pulled together and 

repurposed to bring forth rich life. This is true for the earth, 

for human beings and certainly for community gardens. For 

any way you can contribute to the chaos and the beauty as we 

love our neighbors as ourselves, I say, “Thanks be to God!”    
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Other ways to say the same thing:  The rule and reign of God, The Kingship of Heaven, The Salvation of Heaven,   

   The healing and wholeness of heaven, God’s Space 

 

 


